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ROCKY MOUNTAIN WAY:  HEART CREEK
by Dale Speirs

Heart Creek Canyon empties out at the Trans-Canada
Highway east of the hamlet of Dead Man’s Flats, just
inside the Rocky Mountains.  It is an easy hike and is
popular with families.  Its cliffs are popular with rock
climbers but are not that easy, usually killing one every
few years.  During the great flood of 2013, the canyon
filled up completely and gouged out new channels and
washed away the trail.  There are still a lot of jury-rigged
repairs but the route is now passable.  On the Labour Day
weekend I hiked up the trail.  The photo at right shows
the entrance into the canyon.  The footpath is all new;
before the flood it was on the opposite side of the canyon.
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Lots of boulders strewn across the canyon floor.  Below is a typical section.
This time of year, the creek is a thin trickle.  The blue colour is a camera artifact.
It was a bright sunny day, but the canyon walls plunged half the view into deep
shadow.  Try as I might, I couldn’t adjust the photo on my computer to show the
proper colour of the shaded rocks while not turning the rest of the photo into
blank white space.  

The photo at right is the adjacent cliff in sunlight and gives the correct colour
of the limestone bedrock.  I took that photo to show an incipient boulder that
will eventually fall down into the creek.  I’ve been watching it for a decade, but
when it will tumble is anybody’s bet.
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As Yogi Berra famously said, “When you come to a fork in the road, take it”.
At left is the old trail, which was scoured out by the flood.  Conveniently, the
flood also deposited  sediments as seen at right,  so it wasn’t necessary for the

repair crew to do any work in this section.  Heart Creek Canyon is part of Bow
Valley Provincial Park, not in the adjacent Banff National Park.  The provincial
government tends to be a bit stingy in maintenance and repairs.
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Can you spot the climber on the cliff at left?  This is the upper half of the cliff.
The canyon was too narrow to back up and get the full view, and spruce trees
along the bottom prevented a distance shot.  In 2012, a young woman climbing
this cliff fell to her death.  She wasn’t the first.  Below is a view at the head of
the canyon.
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Heart Creek issues from a crevice at the head of the canyon.  At left are a couple
of climbers contemplating the cliff next to the crevice.  They decided not to do
the climb.  I asked them as they departed, and they said the reach required to
grab onto ledges was too great.  Below is a closeup of the crevice.
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ALTERNATIVE HISTORY:  THE  WOMAN  I  LOVE
by Dale Speirs

Point Of Divergence:  England, 1936.   

Edward VIII decides that he will not step down and will marry Wallis Simpson.
He prepares for a constitutional war with the Prime Minister, the British
Parliament, and the overseas Dominions.

The Beginning And The End.  

December 11, 1936.   British Prime Minister Stanley Baldwin and his cabinet
listened in shock to the radio announcement.  The British general public, who
had been kept in the dark by the newspapers, listened in bafflement.  Radio
Canada carried the speech at 17h00 EST, just in time to provide Canadians
something to talk about at the supper table.   The King’s voice quavered at first
but quickly firmed and was almost angry by the time he finished his speech:

“At long last I am able to say a few words of my own.  I have never wanted to
withhold anything, but until now it has been not constitutionally possible for me
to speak.  A few hours ago I confirmed my duty as King and Emperor, and now
that I am supported by my brother, the Duke of York, my first words must be to
accept his allegiance to me.  This he does with all his heart.”

“You all know the reasons which have impelled me to remain on the Throne.
But I want you to understand that in making up my mind I did not forget the
country or the Empire which as Prince of Wales, and lately as King, I have for
25 years tried to serve.  But you must believe me when I tell you that I have
found it impossible to carry the heavy burden of responsibility and to discharge
my duties as King as I would wish to do without the help and support of the
woman I love.”

“And I want you to know that the decision I have made has been mine and mine
alone.  This was a thing I had to judge entirely for myself.  The other person
most nearly concerned has tried up to the last to persuade me to take a different
course.  I have made this, the most serious decision of my life, upon a single
thought of what would in the end be best for all.  This decision has been made
less difficult to me by the sure knowledge that my brother, with his long training
in the public affairs of this country and with his fine qualities, will help me take
my place forthwith, without interruption or injury to the life and progress of the
Empire.”

“During these hard days I have been comforted by my mother and by my family.
The Ministers of the Crown, and in particular Mr Churchill, have always
treated me with full consideration.  There have been constitutional differences
between me and the Prime Minister, and between me and Parliament.  Bred in
the constitutional tradition by my father, I will fight any such issue to arise.”

“I will not now quit public affairs, and will not lay down my burden.  It will
never be anytime that I would leave my native land.  I shall always follow the
fortunes of the British race and Empire with profound interest, and in my future
as the King I shall not fail.”

What Happened In Our Timeline.

It is surprising how few changes are required to convert Edward’s radio speech
from abdication to defiance.  But in our timeline, the speech was, of course,
read differently, because Edward recognized he had no support [1].  He could
have built up public support had he been motivated to do so, for a couple of
weeks prior to the abdication, British Prime Minister Stanley Baldwin had been
booed by crowds who supported Edward.  

Without Edward taking any active part in gaining public support, there was
nothing his friends could do to help further.  Newspaper magnate Max
Beaverbrook, Winston Churchill, and others tried to support Edward publicly
but were overwhelmed by louder opposition from pro-government newspapers,
the Church of England, and the Baldwin government trying to boost its standing
in the polls [2].  Beaverbrook complained to Churchill that “our cock won’t
fight” [7].
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Public support quickly turned, as most citizens did not like Mrs. Simpson.
There would be no two-time divorcee as Queen.  This change in public attitude
was sensed by M.P.s, who shouted down  Churchill a few days later when he
suggested a compromise in the House of Commons.   Baldwin was surprised
and cynical by this sea change, and wryly commented that he didn’t know who
the M.P.s had been talking to, but they probably only were informed of public
sentiment by the station master when they took the train home for the weekend.

The Canadian Response.

Edward tried a bluff by implying that if he was not married to Simpson then he
would live with her and thereby extend the crisis, but he wilted under pressure.
 Baldwin told Edward clearly that a morganatic marriage would not only require
legislation from the British Parliament but also the Dominions overseas [2].
This additional consent was required because the King’s titles such as King of
Canada, King of Australia, etcetera, are separate from his British titles.  Were
neo-Cromwellian revolutionaries to suddenly convert England to a republic
again, Edward would still be King of Canada and the other Dominions in his
own right.  The Australian Prime Minister cabled his support for Edward, but
Canada’s response was the opposite.

As was the case in Britain, the people were kept in the dark about the crisis.  In
Canada, though, the suppression of the forthcoming disaster was not the result
of any gentleman’s agreement between newspaper editors, as they were too
widely scattered and independent for such a thing to happen.  Rather, it was the
case that all of them got their foreign news from the same wire service, the
Canadian Press, which happened to ignore it in the despatches [7].   There was
certainly rumour-mongering in progress in newsprint but it faded out just before
the event and gave the impression that the event was not as serious as some
might suppose.  Canadians thought of it as yet another Hollywood-type scandal.

The Canadians idolized Edward because of his contemporaneous nature, and the
fact that he owned a cattle ranch south of Calgary.  Edward had bought the EP
Ranch near High River in 1919 on his first visit to Canada [3].  He was,
incidently, the only monarch of Canada to own land in the country in his own
personal right, as opposed to Crown land [5].  

Many Canadians may have been able to tolerate  Simpson’s divorces, but few
were prepared to have an American woman as their Queen [4].  More
importantly, it was felt Edward should put his duty before personal feelings.  A

typical newspaper editorial was in the HALIFAX HERALD of Nova Scotia,
under a biblical quote “He that is without sin among you let him cast the first
stone.”, which suggested at least a modicum of empathy intermixed with the
unleavened firmness.

“  ...  few in this country have had any sympathy with his recent attitudes.
Indeed, there has been a widespread feeling throughout Canada that he was
letting the Empire down, and now that the irrevocable step has been taken, this
feeling has crystallized into very definite and concrete form.” [11].

When the abdication was announced, the British government asked the
Dominions to pass their own abdication laws as fast as possible.  The Canadian
House of Commons was not sitting at the time, due to Christmas recess, so the
Cabinet passed an Order-in-Council respecting the abdication [8].   See
Appendix A for the text of this Order-in-Council.

The Canadian House of Commons resumed sitting January 14, 1937, at which
time the appropriate legislation was introduced [10].  Because of this delay, the
uproar over the abdication lasted longer in Canada than it did in Britain, for by
that time the Brits were getting on with the business of the new King, not
arguing about the last one as the Canucks still were.  

In the Canadian House of Commons, socialist leader Rev. J.S. Woodsworth was
objecting to the legislation, but could find no support in the House.  It was not
that he supported Edward, but he was nitpicking the legalities of the abdication
law [7].  The Succession to the Throne Act passed on third and final reading on
January 19, and was approved by the Canadian Senate the next day.  Senator
Raoul Dandurand remarked:  “The reason why this Bill is brought forward is
to be found in the Statute of Westminster  ...  [which established the British
Commonwealth; he then quotes the preamble]  “   ...  any alteration in the law
touching the Succession to the Throne or the Royal Style and Titles shall
hereafter require the assent as well of the Parliaments of all the Dominions as
of the Parliament of the United Kingdom.”  “ [9].

What Might Have Happened: Baldwin Gives Way.

Edward realizes his support will slip away unless he does something.  He
therefore starts a public relations campaign a few weeks before the infamous
radio speech.  He makes crowd-pleasing appearances, entertains M.P.s to tea,
and gets some of the newspapers on side.  Baldwin told him that if he dared
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marry Mrs. Simpson, the Tories would remove Edward from office.  But
Edward knows Baldwin has weak support.  Churchill, while not as popular, is
certainly politically experienced in backstage machinations, and Edward enlists
his help.  Constant campaigning by Edward makes M.P.s hesitate as they did not
in our timeline.  They worry that his popularity might be damaging to them if
they were to try to evict him from the throne.  

Baldwin crumbles, and allows morganatic legislation to pass through the House
of Commons.  Some of the Dominions, Canada in particular, are upset.  There
is wild talk about republicanism in the overseas Dominions.  Some might make
the conversion from a Governor-General to a President, but still remain in the
British Commonwealth.  Edward is worried but has no choice but to ignore
them, as the Dominions are a sideshow to the home islands.  In any event he has
no time or resources to deal with them.

What Might Have Happened: Simpson Gives Way.

Wallis Simpson tried to talk Edward out of abdicating in our timeline but did not
convince him.  She had received hundreds of threatening letters from the general
public and was well aware of how she stood with them.  She was firmer in
another timeline.  If Edward refused to do his duty, she would, for she would not
be known as the woman who split a country and did not want to be a hated and
despised Queen.  She told Edward that their romance was over.  It would be for
the best, she said,  if their temporary separation while she was waiting for the
divorce to be finalized became permanent.  

Edward reacts with anger, and his drinking increases.  Baldwin bears some of
the brunt of that anger but is not too disturbed, as it is less than the stress of
fighting a constitutional battle with the King over a morganatic marriage.  The
fuss dies out and is replaced by some other three-day wonder in the press.
Edward VIII reigns as a moody and unhappy King until his death in 1972.  

He never marries, and his niece Elizabeth is groomed to succeed him, she being
next in line after the deaths of her father and other uncle.  Her Coronation takes
place in 1973 amidst much pomp, glory, and celebration, as the home islands
and the Commonwealth celebrate the accession of a young mum with a decent
family life, a sharp contrast to her decadent nightclubbing uncle.  

What Might Have Happened: Baldwin Goes Down Fighting.

Edward, as a constitutional monarch, had the right to dismiss any government
he did not have confidence in.  It had been years since any King took proactive
measures in this regard rather than waiting for the government party to be
defeated in the House, but there was legally nothing to stop him from dissolving
the House of Commons without the government’s consent.  The catch, and the
reason why modern monarchs have never done it in our timeline, is that
dissolving the House means a new House will be elected.  Edward could not
stop any election, legally or morally.  

What would happen is that Baldwin resigns (he was already ill and on his way
out) when told of dissolution.  Edward summons a number of potential prime
ministers, but Churchill is the only one to say yes.  One newspaper editor of our
timeline who speculated on the possibility of a constitutional battle recorded in
his diary that the subsequent election would be “  ...  tantamount to a silent civil
war.” [6].   

The King’s own Private Secretary, Major Alexander Hardinge, sends a letter to
Edward, the same in both our timeline and the other one:  “  ...  a dissolution
and a general election in which Your Majesty’s personal affairs would be the
chief issue  ...  [your own sympathizers]  would deeply resent the damage which
would inevitably be done to the Crown, the cornerstone on which the whole
Empire rests.”  [13].

Whether or not the Tories get back in is irrelevant, for whomever forms the
government is unlikely to have any taste for a constitutional dispute at a time
when events in Europe are far more pressing.  The shouting still continues, but
it gradually dies away, to be replaced by shouting on other topics, such as an
increasingly belligerent Germany.  Edward stays on the throne, not so much
from any actual victory but because his opponents are exhausted and distracted.

What Might Have Happened: 
The British House Of Commons Goes Down Fighting.

Edward was adamant.  He will marry Simpson, with or without morganatic
legislation.  Fort Belvedere, his residence, is besieged day and night by
politicians and news reporters.  Edward works to build up support among the
people and the backbenchers, but this support slips away over the Christmas
holidays.  By the middle of January, as the overseas Dominions’ parliaments are
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resuming their sessions, the clamour both at home and abroad is deafening.
Churchill, many times a loser before in his political career, cuts his losses and
tells Edward he will remain passive henceforth.  

But as angry as the public and politicians are, Edward is even angrier.  The
Coronation planned for 1937 is in shambles.  The Archbishop of Canterbury,
supported by all his archbishops and bishops, will refuse to do the ceremony.
Edward will still reign but with no legitimacy.  Legislation is introduced into the
British House of Commons to evict Edward from the throne, but fails to get past
second reading.  Edward retains enough support to split the people and the
parliament.  He has no pride anymore; he will be an uncrowned King but a King
nonetheless.  

Senatus Populus Que Canada

Edward’s announcement that he would stay as King of Canada (and his other
titles, of course) touched off an uproar in Canada.  In the shouting and arm-
waving that followed, the options that emerged were as follow.

1)  Accept Edward and Wallis, however distasteful it may be.  This is a non-
starter, for no one wanted an American divorcee as Queen Consort of Canada.

2)  Evict Edward from the Canadian throne and replace him with another
monarch, most obviously the Duke of York.  The Duke was everything Edward
was not, a stable family man with two pretty daughters (an heir and a spare, as
the joke goes).  He had served with distinction in the Royal Navy, useful
training for a leadership position.  Would he live in Canada if asked?  Perhaps
for a posting as Governor-General, which is a 7-year term, but not for a life
position.  Would Edward object?  If he was stubborn enough to fight Baldwin,
he would be stubborn enough to fight Canadian Prime Minister Mackenzie King
[12].  He would lose but the battle would be enough to leave a sour taste in
everyone’s mouth.

3)  Declare a republic within the British Commonwealth.  The Quebecois, who
are 25% of Canada’s population, would certainly support an end to the
monarchy.  The rest of the country would fall in with the idea for different
reasons, with only a futile rearguard effort by the Monarchist League of Canada.

To make the change immediately would not be difficult.  The Governor-
General, normally representing the King in his absence, is appointed by the

Government of Canada.  All that would be needed is to change the title to
President, with no expense beyond reprinting letterhead and other stationery.
An elected President would be agitated for by some people, but there wouldn’t
be much support to duplicate elected positions.  Canadians have generally felt
that a Head of State should be above politics.  

Prime Minister Mackenzie King, who had stayed in power for decades by never
doing anything if it could be ignored or postponed, went for an appointed
President.  The existing Governor-General was confirmed as the first President.
By the time his job is up for grabs a few years down the road, the excitement
will have died down, or, more likely, been diverted to the long-anticipated
Second Great War.

An Unexpected Consequence: 
Dis-establishment Of The Church Of England

The Coronation planning is thrown into uncertainty.  The Church of England
must be silenced, as the ceremony is actually a religious one.  Edward,
Churchill, and friendly newspapers lean hard on the Archbishop of Canterbury.
The church leaders meet in emergency session and establish toleration of
divorce long before they did in our timeline.  Edward points out that the Church
of England was explicitly founded so a King could get a divorce, and the clerics
can only splutter ineffective rebuttals at this remark.  

The top clerics might be persuaded to hold their noses, but the Church of
England has always had its trouble-making bishops, and a theological split
emerges.  At the urging of many bishops and vicars, numerous congregations
secede from the Established Church.  This split is temporarily subsumed
beneath the main outcry about Edward and his morganatic Queen, but soon re-
appears front and centre.  

This time a new constitutional crisis appears, as a bill to disestablish the Church
of England is introduced in the British House of Commons.  This fight is strictly
local, none of the Dominions having an established church, and while stirring
up the British, seems only a tempest in a teapot to Canadians or Australians.
The disestablishment bill has an easier passage than it would have had
otherwise.  Nobody cares outside England, for not only are the Dominions
uninterested, the Scots, Irish, and Welsh would be happy to see the backs of all
those vicars.
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The bill is passed and is known as the Disestablishment Act.  Edward is only too
pleased to give it Royal Assent.  English newspaper editors and retired Indian
Army colonels prophesy the death of the Church of England.  They are wrong
in the long term though.  Freed of its association with the Establishment
overlords, the Church turns closer to the masses, gaining greater support and re-
invigorated by the activity needed to survive.  It becomes a genuine church of
the people and avoids the long, slow decline of our timeline.

There Were Consequences To Herr Hitler.

As a result of the 1936 crisis with Edward, there was an over-reaction on
everyone’s part to the rise of the Nazis.  Edward, the British Tories, and the
Dominions were all badly bruised by the constitutional struggle.  Edward, who
in our timeline was more sympathetic to the fascists, must now prove himself
more patriotic than anyone else to rebuild his political capital.  The British
government, still smarting from their unsuccessful attempt to force Edward out,
are in no mood to appease anyone else for fear of appearing even weaker than
they are.  If they can’t get Edward’s head on a silver platter, then they’ll try for
Hitler’s.  

Hitler tries to bluff about Czechoslovakia and finds no one will deal with him.
He is told in no uncertain terms what will happen  The British armed forces
deploy on ‘training exercises’ in Czechoslovakia, a token force to be sure but
enough to demonstrate resolve.   Shaken, Hitler slows down his diplomatic
timetable and decides to wait a bit until Germany is better prepared for war.
1939 passes without military action, and 1940 bids to do the same.  Everyone
is quietly and frantically building up their armed forces as fast as possible.  The
war finally does start in 1940 but everyone had more time to prepare.  The
Germans still roll over the opposition, but not as easily as they did in our
timeline.  From there the war proceeds differently, but that is another story for
another time.

The Republic of Canada takes a stronger stance against the Axis for two reasons.
Firstly, the Canucks still feel guilty about hacking off 250 years of monarchial
tradition, and feel they owe something to Britain after discarding the third King
of Canada.  Secondly, the struggle with Edward made the average Canadian far
more aware of and interested in  international events than might have otherwise
happened, and thus more inclined to involve themselves in foreign
entanglements. 

Appendix A:  Text of the Order-in-Council of the Canadian Government.

(This is from the Canadian HANSARD, 1937-01-18, in our timeline, not AH)

Certified to be a true copy of a minute of the committee Privy Council approved by His Excellency the
Governor General on 10th December, 1936.

The committee of the Privy Council have had before them a report dated 10th December, 1936, from the
Right Honourable the Prime Minister and Secretary of State for External Affairs submitted, with the
concurrence of the Minister of Justice, as follows:

1.  That  His Majesty the King through His Majesty’s representative in Canada has, this tenth day of
December, 1936, informed His Majesty’s government in Canada that he has this day duly executed an
instrument of abdication, a copy of which is hereunto annexed;

2.  That His Majesty’s government in the United Kingdom have communicated their intention to introduce
immediately legislation in the parliament at Westminster in order to give effect to His Majesty’s
instrument of abdication and to provide for the succession to the throne, the said legislation to be based
upon a draft bill, a copy of which is hereunto annexed;

3.  That the Statute of Westminster, 1931, provides in the second recital of the preamble as follows:  “And
whereas, it is meet and proper to set out by way of preamble to this act, that, inasmuch as the Crown is
the symbol of the free association of the members of the British Commonwealth of Nations, and as they
are united by a common allegiance to the Crown, it would be in accord with the established constitutional
position of all the members of the Commonwealth in relation to one another that any alteration in the law
touching the succession to the throne or the royal style and titles shall hereafter require the assent as well
of the parliaments of all the Dominions as of the parliament of the United Kingdom.”

and in the fourth sections as follows:  “No act of parliament of the United Kingdom passed after the
commencement of this act shall extend or be deemed to extend to a Dominion as part of the law of that
Dominion unless it is expressly declared in that act that Dominion has requested, and consented to, the
enactment thereof.”

4.  That in order to ensure that the requirements of the fourth section of the statute are satisfied, it is
necessary to provide for the request and consent of Canada to the enactment of the proposed legislation;
and in order to insure compliance with the constitutional convention expressed in the second recital to the
preamble hereinbefore set forth, it is necessary to make provision for securing the assent of the parliament
of Canada thereto;

5.  That, by proclamation dated the thirtieth day of November, 1936, the parliament of Canada has been
summoned to meet on the 14th day of January, 1937;

6.  That it is impossible so to expedite the assembling of the parliament of Canada as to enable appropriate
parliamentary action to be taken prior to or contemporaneously with the enactment of the proposed
legislation by the parliament at Westminster.

The committee, therefore, on the recommendation of the Right Honourable the Prime Minister and
Secretary of State for External Affairs, with the concurrence of the Minister of Justice, advise:

(a)  That the enactment of legislation by the parliament of Westminster, following upon the voluntary
abdication of His Majesty the King, providing for the validation thereof, the consequential demise of the
Crown, the succession of the heir presumptive and revision of the laws relating to the succession to the
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throne, and declaring that Canada has requested and consented to such enactment, be hereby approved;

(b)  That the proposed legislation, in so far as it extends to Canada, shall conform as nearly as may be to
the annexed draft bill;

©  That the legislation, enacted as aforesaid, shall be submitted to the parliament of Canada, immediately
after the opening of the next session, so as to enable the parliament of Canada to take appropriate action
pursuant to the provisions of the Statute of Westminster;

(d)  That His Majesty’s government in the United Kingdom shall be informed accordingly.
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This stamp was issued by
Canada Post for Elizabeth’s
25  anniversary as Queenth

of Canada.  In another
timeline, it would have been
issued for her fifth
anniversary, assuming that
Edward VIII lived to 1972
as he did in our world.

The Albertan villages of Monarch and Coronation have always been popular
with stamp collectors whenever a change occurred on the throne.
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THE GIBSON COLLECTION AT THE UNIVERSITY OF CALGARY
by Dale Speirs

Canadian palaeofan Bob Gibson died in 2001 at the age of 92.  He is unknown
to the modern generation of science fiction fans but was prominent in Canadian
fandom during the 1940s and 1950s.  He was a completist book collector, and
was a familiar sight in the dealer bourses of Calgary conventions up until his
death, where he bought books by the bagful from every dealer.  He was one of
the few customers that a book dealer would allow to come around behind the
table and go through his back-table stock.  I knew him as a nodding
acquaintance and once had the privilege of visiting his house, not far from mine,
and viewing his massive collection.  After his death, his son donated the
collection to the University of Calgary.  

If it were just a collection of magazines and books, it would be an ordinary SF
collection like many university collections.  What sets it apart are the homemade
anthologies that Gibson made of SF stories from mundane fiction magazines.
He went through hundreds of general magazine titles such as MACLEAN’S,
WEEKEND MAGAZINE (a Canadian newspaper colour supplement that was
syndicated across the country), BOY’S OWN PAPER, STRAND, and
newspapers.  He scissored out any stories with SF elements and bound them
together, sorted by magazine title with a table of contents and his own artwork
for the cover.  He also added rankings as to how much of an SF story it was.  It
would be impossible for any one person to duplicate this feat today.  It would
take decades to do the job, as indeed Gibson took, but more importantly, many
of the mundane magazines he inspected are unobtainable today.  He produced
890 homemade anthologies of bound stories from non-SF magazines, an
incredible treasure.

The U of C has been working on his collection, I’m glad to say, and taking it
seriously.  During the latter half of 2014 the University has been hosting
seminars on the work they are doing.  They have built data visualization
computer software that allows information from the study of the collection to be
cross-correlated in visual terms to make it easier to spot connections that might
be missed just by reading through the stories as text only.  The data visualization
allows literary trends and the evolution of the SF story to be tracked from the
late 1800s to modern times using Gibson’s rankings.  The graduate students and
professors have only just started working on it, but one can expect a steady flow
of papers in the future.

CONVENTIONAL FICTION
by Dale Speirs

One of my sideline book collections is of stories set at conventions, not just
science fiction but also mystery, costuming, and mundane.  At the end of this
review I append a list of what I have in my library for this group.

Modern Conventions.

The latest at hand is a young-adult novel CON JOB (2014, trade paperback) by
Laura VanArendonk Baugh, set at an anime/cosplay convention.  This is a
modern-era novel that I doubt any big-name author born before 1980 could
write.  People text each other instead of phoning.  They don’t know who
Asimov was.  They have no interest in who sawed Courtney’s boat or why
Room 770 should be considered significant.  They check the convention app for
scheduling information, not a pocket programme booklet. 

The novel begins very realistically, with the protagonist Jacob Foster having
trouble at the pre-registered line because his badge was filed under his email
address instead of his name.  There are the usual characters wandering around
the convention, such as the kids with body makeup smearing hotel furniture,
obnoxious dealers, minor Guests of Honour who think it’s all about them, and
pranksters who think they’re funny but aren’t. 

[Pause for a rant from someone who has been attending conventions for decades. Would all convention
committee members please copy the following: 
1)  Separate lines for pre-registered versus at-the-door registrations.
2)  Badges sorted at the pre-registered table by name, not membership number.
3)  Registration opens an hour or more before the first panel or other event, not simultaneously.
End of rant.]

Foster is a wannabe police officer who is hoping to get into the police academy
in the near future.  His detective skills get an early workout when a woman is
found dead, apparently from natural causes, in a hotel washroom at the
convention.  The Medical Examiner’s report says it was arsenic in her food,
which, as the police detective remarks, went out with Agatha Christie back in
the 1950s.  The second body isn’t long in showing up, an obnoxious videogame
executive who should have been done away with as a public service years ago.

The surprise is that the second victim also died from arsenic, and when a bag
a of it is found in a hotel kitchen corridor, all eating facilities are shut down.
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Like too many convention hotels, there are few if any eating facilities nearby
other than some food trucks parked down a side street.  The convention
committee is faced with its greatest crisis, how to feed several thousand
members.  The solution is to send some concom staff out to a discount
supermarket to buy dry or canned food.  They’re driving a Geo Metro and
they’re going to fill it with enough food to feed thousands of people.  Jesus may
have pulled off that trick with a few loaves of bread and some fishes, but one
doubts a convention committee can do it.

But that is only a sidelight.  One more murder, a mugging, embezzlement of
convention funds, and the clues come together.  Miss Marple, pardon me, Jacob
Foster, discovers the identity of the murderer.  Wait!  You there with the knife
in your hand, coming towards me, you did it!  For someone who wants to be a
police officer, Foster will need to do extra practice in martial arts at the police
academy.  Fortunately he survives.

I have compiled a list of fiction about conventions as below.  These are all in my
collection and I am still keeping an eye out for others.  An all-caps title indicates
a book or magazine title, while mixed-case titles in quotation marks are short
stories within a magazine or anthology.

Science Fiction Conventions.

ALTERNATE WORLDCONS (1994, trade paperback)
Mike Resnick (editor)

BIMBOS OF THE DEATH SUN (1988, mass-market paperback)
Sharyn McCrumb

CAT IN A KIWI CON (2000, mass-market paperback)
Carole Nelson Douglas

CON JOB (2014, trade paperback)
Laura VanArendonk Baugh

DEEP SECRET (1997, mass-market paperback)
Diana Wynne Jones

DWELLERS OF THE DEEP (1970, Ace Double paperback)
K.M. O’Donnell

“The Fantasy People” (1956,  in  NEW WORLD
WRITING)

David Allen Ish

MR. MONK IN OUTER SPACE (2008, mass-market paperback)
Lee Goldberg

MURDERCON (1982, hardcover)
Richard Purtill

NIGHT OF THE LIVING TREKKIES (2010, trade paperback)
Kevin David Anderson and Sam Stall

SCI FI (1981, mass-market paperback)
William Marshall

TRANSMITTERS (1984, trade paperback)
Damien Broderick

WE’LL ALWAYS HAVE PARROTS (2004, mass-market paperback)
Donna Andrew

ZOMBIES OF THE GENE POOL (1992, mass-market paperback)
Sharyn McCrumb

Costume/Re-enactor/Highlander Conventions.

AUNT DIMITY SLAYS THE DRAGON (2009, mass-market paperback)
Nancy Atherton (Renaissance festival)

THE CORPSE WORE TARTAN (2010, mass-market paperback)
Kaitlyn Dunnett

HIGHLAND LADDIE GONE (1986, mass-market paperback)
Sharyn McCrumb

Mystery Fiction Conventions.

BELL, BOOK, AND SCANDAL (2003, mass-market paperback)
Jill Churchill
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A CONVENTIONAL CORPSE (2000, mass-market paperback)
Joan Hess

“Murder At The Bouchercon” (1983 Nov, ELLERY QUEEN’S)
Edward D. Hoch

SCOTCHED (2011, mass-market paperback)
Kaitlyn Dunnett

Publisher/Bookseller Conventions.

CATNAP (1992, mass-market paperback)
Carole Nelson Douglas

MURDER AT THE ABA (1976, mass-market paperback)
Isaac Asimov

Writing Workshops/Readercons.

DYING TO WRITE (1996, mass-market paperback)
Judith Cutler

Academic Conferences.

SMALL WORLD (1984, mass-market paperback)
David Lodge

Political Conventions.

“The Anarchists’ Convention”  (1979 Feb, in THE ATLANTIC)
John Sayles

Hobby Shows. 

BEST IN SHOW (2003, mass-market paperback)
Lauren Berenson (dog show)

CONSPIRACIES (2000, mass-market paperback)
F. Paul Wilson (conspiracy theorists)

AROUND COWTOWN
photos by Dale Speirs

People make a fuss about police and military drones, but the real threat is from
the public themselves.  I saw this sign in a Calgary shopping mall.  How long
will it be before a gang member figures out how to attach a gun with a remote-
control trigger parallel to the camera?  Or use it for drug deliveries?
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On a kinder and gentler note, koi swim placidly on a utility box on the unplacid
Macleod Trail, the main drag in southern Calgary.

No matter where you drive in Calgary, your lane is closed just ahead.
Downtown is the worst because of all the skyscrapers under construction which
need new utilities installed.  I took this photo from a Plus-15 walkway.  (See
OPUNTIA #277 for how the Plus-15 system works.)
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SEEN IN THE LITERATURE

Wygal, B.T., and S.M. Heidenreich  (2014)  Deglaciation and human
colonization of northern Europe.  JOURNAL OF WORLD PREHISTORY
27:111–144

Authors' abstract:  "Few places worldwide experienced Late Glacial ecological
shifts as drastic as those seen in the areas covered by, or adjacent to, the
massive ice sheets that blanketed much of the northern hemisphere. Among the
most heavily glaciated regions, northern Europe underwent substantial
ecological shifts during and after the Last Glacial Maximum. [20,000 years ago]
The climatically unstable Pleistocene-Holocene transition repeatedly
transformed far northern Europe, placing it among the last regions to be
colonized by Paleolithic societies.  As such, it shares paleoenvironmental and
archaeological analogues with other once glaciated areas where human
populations, entrenched in periglacial environments prior to glacier retreat,
spread into newly deglaciated territories. Perhaps most significant for northern
Europeans were post-glacial effects of the Younger Dryas [12,900 to 11,800
years ago] and Preboreal periods, as shifts in climate, plant, and animal
communities elicited several adaptive responses including innovation,
exploration, and the eventual settlement of once glaciated landscapes.  ...  

Northern Europe was largely abandoned at the height of the Weichselian,
[25,000 to 13,000 years ago] when climatic conditions and glaciers forced Late
Paleolithic foragers south. Tremendous paleoecologic and geologic
transformations occurred in the deglaciation phase and significant alterations
in plant and animal communities, particularly the presence of reindeer, had an
enormous impact across Europe. Nowhere were these transformations more
dramatic than in Fennoscandia, [Norway, Sweden, Finland] where ice cover
and geographical barriers kept floral and faunal communities at bay until the
very end of the Late Glacial.  ...  

The foremost hypothesis from the European record predicts multiple phases in
a process of successful colonization. The first of these is recognizable in
archaeological deposits as a series of ephemeral single use sites and a lack of
intensively or repeatedly occupied sites.  ...  Evidence for permanent occupation
may in fact include sites of the nature described above, but should also include
sites with dense cultural deposits and artifacts reflecting the wide array of
activities that occur throughout the year. Among these may be animal

butchering loci, hide-working areas, substantial hearths, tent structures, and
caches.  Site densities should also be relatively high in areas that were settled.
...  

A second significant observation relates to the return to cold conditions.  Based
on the European evidence, we should expect to find that human populations in
northern areas dwindled either through extinction or by southern migrations
during the Younger Dryas and other cold periods. We assume this occurred
because advancing glaciers and climate deterioration forced large animal
emigrations. In the reverse situation, when glaciers retreated during the Late
Glacial, vegetation and animal communities flourished in ways unprecedented
on Earth today as species flocked to unusually lush and nutrient-rich moraines
and outwash zones. Late Glacial foragers turned to deglaciated landscapes as
the traditional and once reliable mammoth steppe failed.  ...  

Ultimately, the human colonization of northernmost Europe represents that
point in prehistory when the once relatively homogeneous Paleolithic societies
of southern Europe moved north and settled into regionally unique and
changing ecosystems.  As increasingly specialized economies emerged, so too
did a diversity of technologies and cultures, throughout the once heavily
glaciated regions of the north."

Speirs:  The Pleistocene or Ice Ages was not a single glaciation that spread out
and then melted away but had multiple stages of advance and retreat.  Some
scientists say that we are in an interglacial period and the ice will return in a few
tens of thousands of years.  Humans followed the edges of the glaciers back and
forth because the glacial till was very fertile and attracted game animals.  Once
the current interglacial was established, humans colonized Europe and began
differentiating into local cultures and languages because of isolation by
mountain ranges, valleys, and rising water.  

Kinzie, C.R., et al  (2014)  Nanodiamond-rich layer across three continents
consistent with major cosmic impact at 12,800 Cal BP.  JOURNAL OF
GEOLOGY  122:475–506

Authors' abstract:  "A major cosmic-impact event has been proposed at the
onset of the Younger Dryas cooling episode at #12,800 plus or minus 150 years
before present, forming the Younger Dryas Boundary layer, distributed over
150 million km2 on four continents.  In 24 dated stratigraphic sections in 10
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countries of the Northern Hemisphere, the Younger Dryas Boundary layer
contains a clearly defined abundance peak in nanodiamonds, a major
cosmic-impact proxy. Observed nanodiamonds polytypes include cubic
diamonds, lonsdaleite-like crystals, and diamond-like carbon nanoparticles,
called n-diamond and i-carbon. The nanodiamonds abundances in bulk Younger
Dryas Boundary sediments ranged up to #500 ppb (mean: 200 ppb) and that in
carbon spherules up to #3700 ppb (mean: #750 ppb); 138 of 205 sediment
samples (67%) contained no detectable nanodiamonds. Isotopic evidence
indicates that Younger Dryas Boundary nanodiamonds were produced from
terrestrial carbon, as with other impact diamonds, and were not derived from
the impactor itself.  The Younger Dryas Boundary layer is also marked by
abundance peaks in other impact-related proxies, including cosmic-impact
spherules, carbon spherules (some containing nanodiamonds), iridium, osmium,
platinum, charcoal, aciniform carbon (soot), and high-temperature melt-glass.
The large body of evidence now obtained about Younger Dryas Boundary
nanodiamonds is strongly consistent with an origin by cosmic impact at #12,800
cal BP and is inconsistent with formation of Younger Dryas Boundary
nanodiamonds by natural terrestrial processes, including wildfires,
anthropogenesis, and/or influx of cosmic dust."

Speirs: Meteorite impacts can cause ice advances from the impact dust shading
the Earth.  

Kuzawa, C.W., et al  (2014)  Metabolic costs and evolutionary implications
of human brain development.  PROCEEDINGS OF THE NATIONAL
ACADEMY OF SCIENCES (USA)  111:13010–13015

Authors' abstract:  "The metabolic costs of brain development are thought to
explain the evolution of humans’ exceptionally slow and protracted childhood
growth; however, the costs of the human brain during development are
unknown.  We used existing PET and MRI data to calculate brain glucose use
from birth to adulthood.  We find that the brain’s metabolic requirements peak
in childhood, when it uses glucose at a rate equivalent to 66% of the body’s
resting metabolism and 43% of the body’s daily energy requirement, and that
brain glucose demand relates inversely to body growth from infancy to puberty.
Our findings support the hypothesis that the unusually high costs of human
brain development require a compensatory slowing of childhood body growth."

Lax, S., et al  (2014)  Longitudinal analysis of microbial interaction between
humans and the indoor environment.  SCIENCE  345:1048-1052

Authors' abstract:  "The bacteria that colonize humans and our built
environments have the potential to influence our health. Microbial communities
associated with seven families and their homes over 6 weeks were assessed,
including three families that moved their home.  Microbial communities differed
substantially among homes, and the home microbiome was largely sourced
from humans.  The microbiota in each home were identifiable by family.
Network analysis identified humans as the primary bacterial vector, and a
Bayesian method significantly matched individuals to their dwellings.  Draft
genomes of potential human pathogens observed on a kitchen counter could be
matched to the hands of occupants.  After a house move, the microbial
community in the new house rapidly converged on the microbial community of
the occupants’ former house, suggesting rapid colonization by the family’s
microbiota."

Speirs: This reminds me of another study I saw years ago pointing out a
remarkable similarity of the microbiota of farm families and their livestock.  
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VISIONS OF THINGS TO COME:  CALGARY’S NEW LIBRARY
by Dale Speirs

For all that the Internet is supposed to destroy libraries, it doesn’t seem likely
in the next few decades.  The University of Calgary moved its library into a new
building a couple of years ago.  Most of the research work there is done on
library computers because the U of C subscribes to important databases and
journals that are only available behind paywalls costing tens of thousands of
dollars.  The library also maintains its rare book collections and other books that
will never be put online because no one will pay for it.  

The Calgary Public Library has numerous branches scattered through the city,
but I only use the Central branch because it has the historical documents and
books that are handy for my research into the postal history of Alberta.  The
fourth floor Local History Room is used every day by people such as myself
looking into some aspect of history or tracing their ancestors.

The Central branch has been over capacity for several years, and City Council
approved a new $225 million building for it behind City Hall, one block east of
the present location.  It will be a very unusual curved building straddling the
south LRT line.  Construction will proceed in two stages.  First, the LRT line
will be encapsulated inside a tunnel.  Then the building will rise over top of it
and straddling either side.  The old building lost its microfilm collection in the
basement during the great flood of 2013 when the downtown core became a
backwater of the Bow River.  The new building will have only an entrance at
ground level and the collections will be on the second floor or higher.
Strangely, it will not be connected to the Plus-15 pedestrian walkway system of
the core.  The only building within reach is City Hall, but since it is closed
evenings and weekends, there were security concerns about letting people
wander through it via a Plus-15.

At upper right is an architectural conception of what the new building will look
like, showing an LRT train entering the tunnel under the building.  At lower
right is a photo I took on September 24 of the initial start of construction. The
cranes and piling augers can be seen in the jumble of the background.  An LRT
train is just coming around the bend into the downtown core.  This intersection
was under a metre of water during the 2013 flood.

More to come in future issues of OPUNTIA.  Building completion date expected
in 2017.
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

[Editor’s remarks in square brackets.  Please include your name and town when sending a

comment.    Email to opuntia57@hotmail.com]

FROM: Milt Stevens           2014-09-24
             Ventura County, California

In OPUNTIA #284, your article on Calgary’s rail and bus system reminded me
there is a Metrorail system about a mile from my house.  I imagine you know
more about Metrorail than I do, because you seem to know about such things.
I’ve never ridden Metrorail.

[I appreciate your assumption that I must know everything about everything but
I have never been to California and have no idea about Metrorail.  Calgary is
Canada’s answer to Los Angeles when it comes to urban sprawl because it can
spread indefinitely to the east and south over the prairie steppes.   I live five
kilometres from the downtown core and yet my neighbourhood is considered
inner-city.  Fortunately the City Council realized the answer is no more
freeways.  Their debates these days are about where the next LRT line will go.]

I think they started the Metrorail system about 20 years ago.  By now, it seems
to be a lightrail system that runs all over greater Los Angeles and beyond.  I
suppose it was meant to encourage economic activity throughout the region.  It
seems to assume people would go to downtown Los Angeles if they could.  I
can’t speak for people in general, but I live in Ventura County because I like
living in Ventura County.  I don’t want to go downtown Los Angeles.

[Calgary is an extremely centralized city with transit lines designed for
downtown commuters and post-secondary students at the university and various
polytechnics.  The city has 1.2 million people, of whom 350,000 commute to
work downtown and 40,000 are post-secondary students fighting for 400
parking spots at the institutions.  I drove to work because I had to but now that
my time is unlimited I don’t mind taking the bus.]

You probably are wondering why I’ve started writing letters of comment to
OPUNTIA again.  I’ve had problems with vision for several years.  I’ve
obtained software which reads most fanzines for me.  FAPA [Fantasy Amateur
Press Association, a zine distro] was the only remaining place where I tried to

read text on paper.  With the last mailing, I just kept putting off reading it.  I
finally realized I just didn’t want to do this anymore.  It appears that FAPA is
on the verge of folding.  I’ve enjoyed FAPA quite a bit over the years, and I’m
sorry to see it go. However, I don’t see anything that can be done about it.

[I was a member of FAPA (founded 1937) for more than a decade but alas, the
vicious increase in Canadian postage rates this year killed my paper zines.  It
seems clear that the future of zines will be as pdfs posted on common sites such
as www.efanzines.com or www.fanac.org]

I Also Heard From: Murray Moore, Franz Zrilich

ZINE LISTINGS
by Dale Speirs

[I only list zines from the Papernet.  If the zine is posted on www.efanzines.com or

www.fanac.org, then I don’t mention it since you can read them directly.  The Usual means $5

cash ($6 overseas) or trade for your zine.  Americans: please don’t send cheques for small

amounts to Canada or overseas (the bank fee to cash them is usually more than the amount) or

mint USA stamps (which are not valid for postage outside USA). US$ banknotes are still

acceptable around the world.]

[SF means science fiction. An apazine is a zine for an amateur press association distro, a

perzine is a personal zine, sercon is serious-constructive, and a genzine is a general zine.]

LETTER FOUNDER #120 (The Usual from Ansrshrkprss, Box 392,
Lewiston, Maine 04243) Vignettes of text on a variety of subjects.

LES CARNETS DE RASTAPOPOULOS #10 (The Usual from Rob, 7 Larch
Street #2, Ottawa, Ontario K1R 6W4) Various articles including winning prizes
from European shortwave stations, the islet of Rockall in the North Atlantic
(which despite its diminutive size and being out in the middle of nowhere away
from shipping lanes has sunk several ships that managed to find it the hard
way), and miscellaneous items.

OSFS STATEMENT #425 (The Usual from Ottawa Science Fiction Society,
18 Norice Street, Ottawa, Ontario K2G 2X5) Clubzine with news, lists, letters,
reviews, and astronomy.
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SEEN ON THE INTERNET

The satellite photo below shows South Korea at bottom right and China at left.
North Korea is the blackness in between, making South Korea look like an
island.  I pity the North Koreans.  We complain about how hard our lives are,
but compared to what is going on elsewhere in the world, we have won first
prize in the lottery of life.

At right are a pair of photos of Shanghai, the upper one taken in 1987 and the
lower one in 2013.  It is all very well to read about China’s industrial
development, but it isn’t until you see the photos that you can understand it.
The Twin Towers would be lost in modern Shanghai.
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